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To the Author of the PROMPTER. 


Mr. PROMPTER, uzknown, 


» a 9@ A M the Son of a Tradef- 
%& man, who in the Couric of 
fra an honeft Succefs in his 
Peveet Bufinels, became Matter 
ES of acontiderable Fortune: 
and purchas’d an Eftate in 
Land, with a very good 
' old Seat upon it, whercir 
Prat O II SOS I now live happily , or, at 
leaft, I fhow'd do fo, if It were not for the Neigh- 
bourhood of a GENTLEMAN, whome [ heartily 
with, you wou’d fed to the Basket-Maker’s. _ 
© Turis Man, one wou'd think, had but newly 
aak'd out of a Sleep, he might have fallen into, 
during the Reign of the Conqueror 5 with whome 
he boafts that his Forefathers came over, into this 
Kingdom. For He has Notions of nothing but 
Blood, and Defcent, Rank, Degree, Coats of Arms, 
and untainted Gentility: by which Laft, Ifuppofe, 
he means, Pride without Induftry, He told the 
Parfon, \aft Week, that "twas Pity I was {prunz 
om a Mechanick Original: for I was a Fellow 
of good tolerable Underftanding, and a very hand- 





fom Eftate, but, He bated an Upftart, that was 


the firit Gentleman of bis Family. 

© Tuis has given me the Heart-burn ever fince: 
and how to come even with him I did not know, 
till recollecting that He takes in your Paper, (not 
that I believe he much underftands it Himfelf ; 
only his Wife is a fort of a Wit ; and twas well 
fhe was fomething, for fhe brought him xo Mozey :) 
It came into my Head, that | wou'd document 
him a little, and throw in his Way, if yow pleafe, 
the inclos’d good Inftrucfions, out of a Book about 
Commerce, and a ee at Book too;— if I have 
any Fudgment, whole Father you know, was xo 
Gentleman-born. 

‘ | BEG, you wou'd put it all in. It may goa 
great Way toward making the poor Gentleman 
fee clearer: and befides, you will oblige a C/ud, 
of no {mall Number, to drink your Health, three 
Times a Week, as will myfelf, at home, with my 
honeft Neighbour, the Parfox: who is (together 
with me) the firft Gentleman, of his Family.’ 


Your conftant Reader, 
and bumble Servant, 


G—W—n 
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Size Heads, to be fent to the Prompter, for the 
© Ufe of aGENTLEMAN fhat can’t endure to be 
‘ Civil to Avy Body, that did not come in with 


© the ConQuEROR. 
I F Ufefulucfs gives Addition to the Value, of 
Men, or of Things, Trading Men will have 
Prefercn-e, in moftcf the Difputes you can bring. 
There is not a Net.on, throughout the known 
World, but has ow’d it’s Profperity, whenever it 
bad any, tothe Improvementot Commerce. Even 
the Self-efteeming Gentry, who affect to defpife 
Trade, arethey not, every where, depending upon 
it, for Supply of their daily Neceffities Pomme TE 
they do nor, All, fe/l, They are, All, forc’d to 
buy: and, fo, area Kind of Traders, Themfelves : 
and, indeed, cou’d never live comfortably, but 
from the Effects of their being fo. 
‘ Nay, in many Parts of Great Britain, The 
Gentlemen, are abfalute Traders, that is, both ° 
Buyers, and Sellers. For Example, where the 
Landlords are oblig’d to receive their Rewts in 
Kinp, as the Clergy their Tithes. Here, in a 
Word, they are Gevzeral Traders. Their Barley, 
they fell to the Malt-Men. Their Wheat, to the 
Millers, and Bakers; Their Oats, to the Corn- 
factor: Their Cattle, they fell, to the Butchers, 
or rather the Graziers. They are Shearers of 
Sheep; and fell the Wool, tothe Clothier. Or, 
when they &il/, from their Flock, for but the Ufe 
of their Family, they are oblig’d to the Fehmonger, 
and ‘Tanner, for buying, at leaft, the Raw Hides ; 
And when they cut down their Tiber; are they 
not Traders, in Wood? Nay, in fome Sort, Me- 
chanicks ¢ For, the Bark, muft ‘be fold to the 
Tanner; The Body of the Tree, to the Ship- 
Wright, or Carpenter: and the Bruth-wood and 
Bavins, to the Baker, and Brick-maker. 
© By what then, but Trade, is the GENTLEMAN 
fupported ; Without thefe Mechanicks, what 
wou'd he do with the Produce of his Land? Hs 
cannot live, without felling and buying: and what, 
more, isa TRADESMAN ? 
* Burr, This is not a//—If they wou’d look a 
little nearer, They wou'd fee, not only their Efates, 
but their BLoop, receiving Support, from the 
Advantage of Trading. The eceflity of their 
Circumftances reconciles their Nobility, to the 
Relith of matching with Jnduftry—and opens their 
Eyes to the Abfurdity of haughty, groundlefs, 
Diftinctions, not founded on Rea/oz, but Pride: 
not on Merit, but Ignorance, 
‘ Tuus the profperous Tradefman {wells into a 
Geutleman: And the Gentleman, decaying, finks 
again, into Trade. A Man, of the meaneft Emo 
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¥ pe Heaves by h and induftrious, Fraga- 
* lity, when grown Rich, by Application to 
* Bufine/s, marries his Daughter, perhaps, to a Co- 
* ronet: or, leaving the Bulk of his Eftate to an 
© Heir, lifts the Son @& chat bigip ingo tho Rank of 
© the Peerage—On pir d, the Ligfh Stump 
© of fome withering ‘Growth @f our Gextry, 
© pufhes a Son into Trade; whereim his forcunate 
© Forgetfulnefs of thofe barren Diftinctions which 
© had muin’d his ily, reftores it, again, in the 
“ Succefs of Ais Induftry : and, thus, the Wheel of 
© Degrees, going conftantly round, Pride, is now 
* at the Top, apw: at the Bottom, of the Spokes : 
© and is forc’d to change Place, with Dependance, 
“and Bowerty. 

© Tuer, who learn to defpife Trading People, 
© are fuch, as muft either be fcandaloufly ignorant 
© of the Affairsof the World; or ftill wore {canda- 
© loufly, incapable of the a of Reafoz. 
© It is a Superiority, in Morals, and Wifdom, that 
© maintains true Diftin¢tion : With This, every- 
¢ where-acknowledg’d, Mark of Nobility, the 
© Loweft-born Great Thinker will be felt, and con- 
‘ fd, what he is, without Aid of Autiquity: Aud, 
‘He, who wants, this fole Token, that can truly 
© demonftrate his Worth, tho” he cou’d derive his 
© Defcent, ina direct Line, from Solomon, woud 
© be, ftill, but a Commoner: ftill, but one of the 
© Vulgar. 

‘To proceed, upon Generals ; Trade is the 
© Fund, not of Riches alone, but of Power, Aris, 
‘ Pleafure, Difcovery, Diftinttion, and Glory -—— 
© All the Got, in Brazil, or in Africa, All the 
* SrLvER, in Perw, or in Mexico, had (but for 
© Trade) remain’d, ftill undifturb’d, in the Bowels 
© of the Mowztains ; andin the Sands of the Rivers, 
© whofe very Names now, make thofe Countries 
© Tluftrious. The Diamonds of Golconda, and 
© Borneo, had lain hid, in their original Dirt, and 
© never glitter’d, at Balls, or in Drawing-Rooms, if 
© the ftrong Hand of Trade had not produc’d them, 
© from their Obfcurity. 

© Even That Solomon, whome I juft now men- 
© tion’d, had wanted Gold, (in {pite of his Wi/dom) 
© for Adornment of his TEMPLE ; had he nor 
© curn’d Trader: and made hard Shifts (Imperial 
© Barterer as he was!) to fit out Fleets, of other 
© Men’s providing, to be fent, to fail, from 
© Ports, of other Prince’s owning ; into Seas, of 
© other People’s finding, to procure That 
© Metal, which, without thofe tnanifold Concur- 
.© rences of Trade, and Tradefmen, of: a Hundred 
: different Kinds, He cou’d never have been after 

Oy. i. 

ts vifibly has Trade the Power of aggrandizing 
© States, as well as Families; that tis remarkable, 
€ throughout the World, (and highly worth the 
© Curiotity of our Self-honouring Supporters of old 
© Names, and unmix’d Races) that Every King, and 
© Every Government, is Rich, or Poor, is tormi- 
© dable, or infulted, merely, as poflels’d, or not 
© poffefs’d, of fome confiderable Share, in the Ad- 
© van of Commerce. 

© Tue Turks, for Inftance, are known Exemies 
< to Frade, and ignorant Difcouragers of Induftry, 
- © and Improvement.——-And, from This one Root, 
“ fprings all That defpicable Difference between their 
© former, and their prefent, Power. They have 
“ difpeopled, where-ever they conquer’d. And, in 
© Confequence, their opprefs’d, and artlefs, Subjects, 
© are grown miferably poor, and univerfally d:/pirited. 
© ———They are idle, indolent and ftarving, amidtt 
© Climates, thatare Nature’s Boaft, and form’d for 
“ Earthly Paradifes.———Their Government, in- 
© deed, has fome falfe Show, of Wealth ; becaute 
© Tr fqueezes from the People, all the Lrtr/e, that 
© lies {catter’d among Infinite Extent of Countries ; 








* {o that the ju air iy Gatverings, from fuch Num 
© bers, as are tribucary, and muft ferve like Spyages. 
» to be preis’d at Pieaiure, for Supplies to Tyrazxy. 
" amon, together, *® prodigiows Sums > and give 
© aKind of flopic Capengstzom, near the Center, of 2 
© fickly Body. : 
: ‘ Bur, as [0 Trad? (excepting what the Euro. 
_ pears, and the ‘/ews, maintain, among them) {: 
“is fo Little, that it icarce deferves the Name of 
| Commerce, Fey have neither Produce from 
: their Lands: nor Manufactures, from their People. 
. Phey have Drygs, Hair, Silks, which pals but 
_ THROUGH theix Country, and are the: Produéts 
(Of diftintéé Dominions ; and in Thofe, for the 
; moft Part of Chriffiaz’s Labour, the original In- 
habitants of Provinces, now conquer’d. The 
Mabometans have littie or no Hand in it. They 
: abhor all Bufiwefs: “Fhey defpife all Frazftry. They 
_ are GENTLEMEN, and carry Arms: The Sword, 

and Glory, is Tueir Traffick: and whene’re 
© they chance to flarve, they ftarve at leaft, bero- 
© ically. | ; 

‘ Now, fee the Coxfequence. As they have little 
‘ Trade, They muft have little Wealth. Their Lands 
* yield little Produce: and That Produce /élls for 
Little. Indeed, for fich a Little, tharéne cannot 
avoid pityimg fuch a mingled Mafs of People, 
~ Working as it were for nothing. —How is the Great 
; City of Conftantinople fupplied with Cor ? Why, 
plennfully, beyond Doubt :—But, let our Farmers 
bles themfeives, to hear, at how encouraging a 
Rate, the Raifers of Vhat Corn mutt carry it to 
Marke / *Tis known, that Barley, inthe Markers 
of That City, has been fold for Tisrec-pence por 
Bufi:i! and That, within thefe Few Years: nor 
_ in remote, pat, Ages, when any Difference in 
Value, might make fo {mall a Sum of more Con‘i- 
; deration than at prefent.—What, then, muft the 

poor Husbandman enjoy, as the Reward'of all his 
* Labour? What Rexts wou’d he be able to afford a 
© Landlord, to fupport That decent Pride, of un- 
© dervaluing Trade, and Upftarts? 

* Trade encourages Manufacture, prompts Inven- 
‘ tion, employs People, increafes Labour; and pays 
© Wages. People are fed, and cloath’d, and kept 
¢ in Heart: and Kept at home, from wandring into 
© other Countries, tothe Depopulation of their own. 
¢ —~ And, to fay Truth, this keeping People toze- 
© ther is tac Sum of the whole Matter. For, they 
© multiply, and ftrengthen, by Society.—As People 
‘ encreate, Confumption, encreafes: and with Con- 
© fumption, the Rate, or Value, at the Marker: 
‘ The Value, rifing, raifes Rext : and, fo, thefe 
© GENTLEMEN, who can’t endure to think of Trade 
are, ftill, moft fare to feel its Benefits. : 

‘ Ir a Tax, of four Shillings in the Pound, xow 
© brings in above Tue Millions yeariy, It might have 
© poffikly, in fuch a State of Things as Turkey 
‘ fhews us, produc’d about Three hundred Thoufanid. 
© All the Reft (ia That owe Branch) is from En- 
‘ creafe of Trade.—But, what Encreg/e may have 
oe — Pr 
© arifen, in the; Natjqn’s, Ballance, from, Encreafe of 
‘ GENTLEMEN, in, the too fafhionable Limitation 

of the Word, I either have not heard: or am not 
* willing:te dj/caver, 


© POSTSCRIPT. 
“ I wite be fure 40.g0t0Church, the Sunday after 


‘ L am, publifh’d ip your Paper; where I fir within - 
© two Pews of my-good Friend, the GENTLEMAN: 


* and, if F dor’t oblerve him bow much lower, than 
* he has been us'dto, do, I fancy (with the Parfon’s 
‘ Help) chat Ecen make him Civiler, by-one or two 
© more Letters, mm Behalf of Trade. 


Yours as before, G. W. 
N.B. His Wife has taken an Averfion to me. 


— 
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